
 

Friends of Highgate Library 

Events Programme 

Winter 2026 

 

www.fohl.org.uk/events 

 

http://www.fohl.org.uk/events


 

The Friends of Highgate Library present 

Thursday 8th January 2026 
7.15 for 7.30pm 

Goethe His Faustian Life 
A. N. Wilson 

    

      

 
Goethe remains one of the most influential figures in modern literature and 

thought. 
He was the inventor of the psychological novel, a pioneer scientist, great man 

of the theatre and a leading politician. His genius and insatiable curiosity 
helped catapult the Western world into the modern era. From Goethe’s youth 
as a wild literary prodigy to his later years as Germany’s most respected elder 
statesman, A.N.Wilson homes in on his undying obsession with the work he 

spent his entire life writing – Faust and he and tackles the life of Goethe with 
characteristic wit and verve. 
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The Friends of Highgate Library present 

Thursday 12th February 2026 
7.15 for 7.30pm 

Chalk Farm Railway Lands 
Peter Darley 

 

  

 
 

Chalk Farm is a complex tapestry of deeply gouged railway cuttings, tunnels, and relics of 
its industrial past, many of which have been lost over the years. The Camden Railway 
Heritage Trust’s founder, Peter Darley, has spent more time than anyone studying the 
area and digging into archives. The result is definitive research into this remarkable part 
of London. His book is a roughly chronological look at how the area developed from fields 
to becoming a significant part of railway heritage. 
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The Friends of Highgate Library present 

Thursday 12th March 2026 
7.15 for 7.30pm 

 

The Shortest History of Japan 
    

    
 

Kimonos, Samurai, Sushi, Manga?  Want to know more about Japan? 

 

In The Shortest History of Japan, Lesley Downer brings an expert storyteller’s eye 
to the sweep of Japanese history. Here are the emperors and warlords, the 
samurai and women warriors, the merchants and geisha who shaped this 

extraordinary modern society. From the devastation of Hiroshima to today’s 
economic and cultural powerhouse, this is an indispensable, riveting history of the 

land of the rising sun. 
 

‘A terrific overview of Japan’s long and rich history… covers an astonishing amount of ground’ PETER 
FRANKOPAN 
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