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Friends’ News

It was good to celebrate our thirty years of activity as Friends with you in June
and to offer an exhibition of our archive to mark the occasion. It was a particular
pleasure to welcome Norman Jopling, who is one of the founding committee and
who was at the initial meeting in 1995, and Malcolm Holmes, a long term Friend,
who was working in the library service at the time.

In July we had the annual pleasure of presenting books to children at Brookfield
School who were chosen by their teachers as having made great progress with
their reading skill. We took the opportunity at the special assembly to promote
the summer reading challenge.

On Saturday September 6th we set up a stall at the Dartmouth Park Fair in York
Rise. We met many old friends and welcomed new interest from passers-by in our
autumn programme of events.

| have recently met with local volunteers who are keen to develop the
commemorative garden and make it an attractive place to sit and enjoy again.
The offer came out of the blue and is very welcome. Any keen gardeners among
you who would like to help please let us know at fohl@dartmouthpark.org. There
will be the work of creating a new garden and then a regular job to maintain it by
watering and weeding.

As always, we have an exciting and varied programme of events coming up as you
will see in our programme and we hope to welcome you to them.

Linda Lefevre, Chair
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The Library Hall

Apart from our monthly events, our Library Hall has some regular users who offer
services you might like to try.

On Wednesdays from 4pm to 7pm there are dance classes for children. To find
out more, contact Megan Curley at nelschoolofdance@gmail.com.

On Thursday afternoons there are Pilates sessions with Alex Mavrocordatos. All
enquiries to Alex at alex@orthopilates.com.

Once a month on Sunday mornings, Tim Lei runs very popular stay and play
sessions based on Thomas the Tank Engine trains set up on a vast layout across
the hall. The next one is planned for Sunday October 5th. Contact Tim at
tim@timlei.com to book.

The hall is also regularly booked for children’s birthday parties and is available for
drama rehearsals, choirs (plus piano), workshops and seminars. Find out more on
our website www.fohl.org.uk and send enquiries to fohl@dartmouthpark.org.

Hire fees are paid in to our charity and support the work of the library and the
free activities it offers.

Recent Events

May 8" Deborah Moggach

Everyone was delighted to be entertained by a highly amusing talk from Deborah
telling anecdotes about her work on many novels, including her latest The Black
Dress. She told us about her life in Camden and the stories it inspired as well as
her work on film scripts such as the book that inspired The Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel. The audience left in a very good mood.

June 19" Celebrating 30 years of the Friends of Highgate Library

The Committee worked hard to create an exhibition of press cuttings, photos,
event posters and newsletters to mark the occasion. Since 1995 the Friends have
run several campaigns to keep the library open and functioning, the most recent
in 2012. During that time there have been regular talks, music and poetry and
regular newsletters. The Friends have also organised celebrations for the
Queen’s Jubilee and to mark the Library’s centenary and its 110 years. This
evening was an opportunity to look back and to delight in the current situation
with a vastly improved building and better facilities for our community to enjoy.
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July 3" The Women’s Orchestra of Auschwitz - Anne Sebba

Speaking without notes but with many photographs, Anne told the remarkable
story of the many brave women who took part in the orchestra while in the
Auschwitz camp. Her meticulous research and first-hand accounts of many
individuals held the audience in awe and respect and was immensely moving.

September 11" Kind to Women: How the Abortion Act changed our lives
Jayne Kavanagh and Lisa Hallgarten showed the film, available at
www.kindtowomen.com, that they had directed and then took part in a panel
discussion along with Wendy Savage, a retired obstetrician and gynaecologist and
a lifelong campaigner who was part of the struggle for the 1967 Act. The
personal stories in the film of the women who suffered, and the doctors and
campaigners who fought for the Act, brought the whole struggle to life.

Now they are supporting Abortion Talk workshops to bring abortion
conversations to community and professional settings. They support and train
health care professionals, community groups, abortion advocates, students and
others to transform how people listen, understand, respond and connect to
abortion conversation. They run a confidential Talkline. You can find out more on
their website at www.abortiontalk.com. They are keen for their service to be
more widely known. You can also donate by visiting their website.

News from Highgate Library

Members may not be aware that back in 1947 Camden Council decided to
expand the role of its libraries to include more activities for the areas they
served. During the 1950s and 1960s at Highgate Library these included poetry
and gramophone circles, and numerous talks and debates. Speakers included
Stella Gibbons, Noel Streatfield, Enid Blyton, and AJP Taylor. History repeated
itself in a 21st century context last year when the Council adopted a policy to
transform its libraries into neighbourhood hubs. The traditional library functions
will be maintained but supplemented by other activities and services. Some will
be provided by the libraries, others by local organisations. All will, in keeping with
the principle of a public library service, be free of charge. In Highgate Library the
community spaces will enable these new activities to take place without
disturbing the calm of the library.
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Here at Highgate, some new activities have already been introduced. For adults
the summer saw a short art course funded by Highgate Cemetery; Age UK now
run a monthly drop in to help with laptops, phones and tablets; Read Easy
provides individual reading support, while Hopscotch offers English lessons for
women. For children, weekly Lego Robotics sessions and monthly Fun with
Science sessions will start shortly.

Funding applications are being submitted to substantially increase what the
library can offer. For the under 5s, we are seeking funding for weekly sessions of
Singing Stories and Duplo Time; for the 7-12 year olds we want to provide weekly
sessions of a Chess Club, an Animation Club and traditional/ new board games.
For adults, the aim is to provide help and support in technology and IT skills,
advice sessions, and weekly classes such as creative writing, art, photography and
arts and crafts.

Becoming a neighbourhood hub is not just about increasing what the library
offers, it is also about building closer relations with our neighbours. We are part
of the Highgate Newtown Community Partnership (HNCP), working closely with
the Community Centre to meet needs throughout the neighbourhood. Brookfield
School brings classes to the library each week and we are developing links with
other schools and nurseries in the area.

One challenge is to provide information on what is available in the library. The
digital screen now in the library helps. Provided by HNCP, it is part of the
electronic noticeboard network advertising activities in the library and the
community centre. Sarah Harrison, chair, Library Management Group
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