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Friends’ News

Since January, Friends have enjoyed our varied events back in the
Library Hall, and as you will see in our programme, there are many
more to come.

Perhaps the most significant event will be our celebration in June of thirty
years of the Friends supporting our library and ensuring its existence by
resisting many attempts to close it. Highgate Library was the first library in
St Pancras borough and was established in 1906 and it is important to keep it
open. Our local community, led by the Friends, have constantly been roused
to defend it. The Friends were created in 1995 just for that purpose. Since
then our mission has also been to bring our community together at monthly
talks by many varied speakers. We are proud to have kept these going
remotely during the Covid pandemic when we could not meet in person and
in other venues when our building was closed for work.

Over the years, local people, especially local writers and actors, have worked
together with other community leaders to ensure the library’s existence.
Since 2013 the Friends have been managing the library in partnership with
Camden Council, providing a team of trained volunteers to work alongside
Council library staff to offer a full local library service.

Our success has been rewarded by the recent work on the building to make it
fit for the future and to enhance its stunning architecture. Please come on
Thursday June 19th and join our celebration.

Linda Lefevre, Chair



Recent Events

January Leonard Clark - Every Voice, Collected Poem John Howlett. who had
edited the new collection of Leonard’s poems, led a panel presentation by Leonard’s
son and grandson and the professor who managed his archive in Gloucester. We
enjoyed many poems and learnt much about Leonard’s life and work, including the
time he lived in and wrote about Highgate. His poetry collection is now available in
Highgate Library.

February The Book-makers Adam Smyth Writing, every writer knows, is a solitary
occupation, but publishing, Adam Smyth told us, took place in messy print shops
strewn with wastepaper and reeking with the smell of bodies and chemicals. He
should know, since to understand how books have been produced, he learned how to
print with a 19th century press. The Book Makers is a history of the printed book told
through the stories of eighteen individuals who ‘did amazing things with print’,
including the Dutch immigrant who produced pamphlets in the 1500s, Virginia Woolf
whose writing was transformed by her printing experience for the Hogarth Press and
modernist writer Nancy Cunard and her The Hours Press. The minute Adam closed his
wonderful presentation, the audience burst with questions. Michele Cohen

March The English Public Library  Susie Barson from Historic England gave us an
illustrated talk about the way English public libraries were built after the Public
Libraries Act in 1850. The Act presented architects with a new challenge. Often these
buildings served multiple civic functions, like the first library built in 1851 in
Winchester with a museum and an art school. Susie told us about Alfred Cotgreave
who invented tall wooden frames containing reversible compartments representing
books with different coded ends to indicate whether or not a book was available. A
far cry from the user-friendly computerised barcode system we use today. The design
of many libraries was a layout which allowed a supervised closed access system, but
by the 20th century open shelving and free access became prevalent. Philanthropy
provided more endowed libraries in suburbs and small towns and thanks to Andrew
Carnegie, our library was built in 1906. Agnes Stewart

April Climate Change and environmental COP  Farhana Yamin stepped in at the
last minute when Justin Rowlatt was unable to come. She shared her enormous
expertise about how environmental international COPs operate and described how
campaigners had influenced the outcomes from Kyoto to Paris resulting in vital
agreements. She described her own involvement throughout her life as an activist and
as a lawyer advocating for small island nations. Her current focus is on how all
aspects of our cultural activity need to be involved from architecture to art, music to
city planning. She then answered many interesting questions from an engaged
audience.



Dartmouth Park Neighbourhood Forum (DPNF)
= e

A meeting in the Library Hall staged the relaunch of DPNF (to reinvigorate its once
powerful voice on behalf of where we live). Maybe 35 people were expected. In the
event the hall was packed, with 124 seated, many standing, and some turned away!

Dan Carrier gave a fascinating and engaging slide show of little-known facts about
the Earl of Dartmouth’s Park. He said that Dartmouth Park was the best place anyone
could possibly live, and he exhorted us all to get involved. So please join the DPNF by
following the links at dpnf.org.uk or writing to joannavanh@gmail.com.

Dartmouth Park Film Club

We are delighted that the Film Club can again use our hall. They screen films that
have a connection with the Dartmouth Park area, primarily films made by locals
but also films shot in the area. They set up the club to support Highgate Library.
See more at https://dartmouthparkfilmclub.com/

News from Highgate Library

The refurbished Highgate Library has been greeted by widespread delight by the
increasing numbers of people of all ages who have come in or returned. All the
activities available before the Library closed are up and running again: Rhyme Time,
the Toy Library and the PlayStation for children, and the knitting group for adults. New
activities for adults have started with courses on Digital Skills and Digital Photography,
and drop-in IT help sessions. Lego Robotic sessions for children will start soon. FOHL
is currently seeking funding to enable the Library to offer more activities for both
adults and children.

A problem was that Library had only two spaces: an adult library and a children’s
library. While the children’s library is often far from quiet, echoing with the voices of
children playing, we have maintained a policy of preserving the adult library as a quiet


mailto:joannavanh@gmail.com

peaceful space in which to read, study or just sit is much valued by library users.

The problem was where to host activities which involved talking and/or movement
without disturbing the quiet of the main library. To overcome this FoHL raised the
funds to divide the office and create a separate room. This Meeting Room has
provided space for councillors’ surgeries, IT courses, the knitting group and staff
training.

However, Camden Council’s relatively recent adoption of a strategy whereby
libraries become neighbourhood hubs delivering a greater range of services and
activities made it clear that to contribute as fully as possible to the new initiative,
Highgate Library needed to increase the number of its separate spaces.

A second space was created by refurbishing the underused staff kitchen, making it
a Social Meeting Room. This provides a space where those activities not requiring
privacy or those involving refreshments can be accommodated.

The hall, originally built to house the Children’s Library, was by 2013 proving too
expensive for the Council to retain for auxiliary library services. Since then, under a
licence from Camden Council’s Property Department, FoHL has been running the hall,
providing a low-cost space for meetings, exercise classes and children’s parties.
However, given the need for more separate spaces in the library it seemed
appropriate that the hall again became an integral part of Highgate Library, providing
a third space for library-run or sponsored activities. The Library refurbishment project
was extended to improve the facilities in the hall by incorporating a kitchen and a
disabled WC. During the library opening hours, the hall will be used for these new
activities, but outside the library opening hours, the hall will be run by FoHL as a
community facility as it has been since 2013. Sarah Harrison, Chair Library
Management Group
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