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Friends’ News

Our monthly talks continue in other local venues while the building work goes on.
They will be in person events and we hope that you will come and enjoy them.
Venues will be advertised in our emails, on our website and with posters on local
trees! The refurbishment of the library and the hall is going well (see Sarah’s piece).
Meanwhile a limited service to reserve, collect and return books is running in the
mobile library.

Donations and Subscriptions

We are overwhelmed by your many generous donations, thank you. Also, some of
our community friends have offered venues at reduced or no charge while our hall is
out of use. You can make donations and pay subscriptions by bank transfer to FOHL at
RBS Sort Code: 16 00 23 Account number: 10008322. You can make cash donations
at our events. We continue to advertise events on Facebook and X (Twitter). There is
more information on our website, www.FOHL.org.uk.

Linda Lefevre, Chair

Recent events

April  "Women in Revolt " Art and activism - the local story

Pru Stevenson, Mica Nava and Joanne O’Brien presented their participation in art
activism. Pru described how she partook in setting up SEE RED poster workshop, where a
small team created highly charged posters whose representations of the reality of
women’s lives are still poignantly relevant. Mica told us her personal experience of the
emergence of Women’s Lib and how it found ways of representing women’s fight against
social and political structures oppressing women. Joanne’s focus as a photographer were
(and still are) the political issues confronting white and black women. Her photos of
Greenham Common women surrounded by heavily armed and armoured police are
powerfully shocking. The audience was buzzing with questions as soon as the talk
ended.

May A Devilish Kind of Courage The siege of Sidney Street by Andrew Whitehead
This talk was held in the chapel at Highgate Cemetery, where one of the people in the
story is buried, which added to the atmosphere. Andrew gave an exciting talk on this
tragic and unexpected event and explained how many different forces at the time led up
to it. His book has been described as very readable and also scholarly.


http://www.fohl.org.uk/

News from Highgate Library
The refurbishment of the Highgate Library is proceeding well with the work on target.
It is hoped that the Library will re-open early in the autumn.

The insulation is nearly complete: the new roofs and the new double-glazed
windows are being installed; the listed windows have been repaired. The old wiring
and conduiting has been removed and the new installed, while the work on the new
heating and ventilation systems is well underway.

It is clear that when the work is complete it will be an even more beautiful
building than it was before with more of the original structure at the front of the
building once again visible.

Camden Council intends erecting hoardings telling the history of the Library and
explaining the decarbonisation principle that underpins the current refurbishment
and the key elements of the work. It is hoped that these will in place soon.

Sadly, it has not proved possible for Camden to provide a temporary home for the
Library during this period. Delays to the work on the Community Centre on Bertram
Street meant that the Library could not move in there and no other suitable building
could be found.

As the next best option possible, Camden’s mobile bus (which mostly functions as
a health service) has been used to provide a library service to this area. It has been
parked outside the Chester Road gates to Highgate Cemetery two afternoons a week
(Tuesdays and Wednesdays 12.30-4.30) and from July it will be there on Thursday
afternoons as well.

The Mobile Library carries a stock of children’s books that can be borrowed, and
also allows adults to return books and collect pre-reserved books. And also provides
an opportunity for people to join the Library and for Library users to get help to
download the digital services offered by Camden Library Services onto their own
devices. It is intended that children will be able to enrol at the mobile for the
Summer Reading Challenge when it starts later in July.

Volunteers have been staffing the mobile library service with Camden Library
staff, but it is not the same as working together in the Library. To retain contact
during the building project and keep everyone informed on progress, volunteers have
been meeting every month. Highgate Cemetery and Omved Gardens have both
generously arranged special tours for the volunteers and we have arranged two
social gatherings. The trained volunteers remain very committed to the Library and
we have received an encouraging number of people interested in becoming Library
volunteers. Training for the new volunteers will start as soon as possible after the
Library reopens.

Clearly we are really treading water at present, we are looking forward to the
autumn which will see Highgate Library re-open with all its services resumed and
hopefully expanded.

Sarah Harrison, Chair of Highgate Library Management Group



The Friends of Highgate Library present

Tuesday 16" July 2024
7.15 for 7.30pm

The Liberation Line
Christian Wolmar
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THE LAST UNTOLD STORY OF
THE NORMANDY LANDINGS

Christian Wolmar is an award-winning writer and broadcaster specialising in transport
and is the author of a series of books on railway history. Come and hear about his latest
book as we celebrate the 80" anniversary of this event.

‘A masterful account of the unsung heroes of the battle for Normandy. Without the
valiant efforts of the British and American railwaymen, the liberation of France might
have had a very different outcome. A gripping tale.' Giles Milton

At the Highgate Society
10A South Grove, London N6 6BS

www.fohl.org.uk/events




The Friends of Highgate Library present

Tuesday 17th September 2024
7.15 for 7.30pm

Camden Lock
Judith Morrison

Judith chose Camden Lock Market as the subject for her master’s degree research having
lived nearby since 1971. The Market has grown and changed over fifty years bringing
thousands of tourists, music, fast food and a variety of attractions. Some changes are
welcomed, others regretted. Judith has spoken to many people who have lived and
worked in and around the market to produce her fascinating study.

For Venue see www.fohl.org.uk/events



