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Friends’ News

We have an exciting autumn programme ahead and hope to see many of you at
events now that we are back in the hall. We are fortunate to have so many willing
and interesting potential guests in our community able to entertain and inspire us on
a wide variety of topics. We welcome your ideas for future speakers. We are always
looking for people to help us run our meetings, from setting out chairs and serving
refreshments to clearing up. If you’d like to join us to plan events, think about joining
our committee. We don’t meet often and usually enjoy a glass of wine to help our
deliberations. Just speak to one of us at any event.

As yet there is no news on the future use of the hall as people have been away over
the summer but we are taking bookings and hope to settle things soon.

There is much good news in Sarah’s report on the library. Please do think about
becoming a volunteer. As she says it is rewarding and very worthwhile. Current
volunteers have been helping with the popular summer reading challenge, designed
to keep children practising their skills throughout the long school holiday.

Michele and | had the pleasure of promoting the scheme when we went to
Brookfield School to give out our reading progress book prizes, always a delightful
occasion.

We continue to send our monthly emails, including an extended newsletter, and
advertise events on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Eventbrite. Remember there is
more information on our website, www.fohl.org.uk. Please contact us by email
FOHL@dartmouthpark.org.uk.

Friends of Highgate Library
Membership & Subscriptions Financial Year April 22 March 23

You can make donations and pay subscriptions (normally £6 per member plus
whatever donation you can afford) by bank transfer to FOHL at RBS Sort Code: 16 00
23 Account number: 10008322. If you haven’t previously done so or your details have
changed you should complete our online membership form at_https://go0.gl/7e6VrW.

Cheques are a pain, if you really hate paying directly into bank accounts, cash to
Sarah Carrier Vice Chair & Membership at 35 Dartmouth Park Road London.

Any problems email us at FOHL@dartmouthpark.org.uk.

Linda Lefevre, Chair



The Friends of Highgate Library present
Thursday 11*" November 2022 7.15 for 7.30pm
Pamela Holmes

CURIOUS LIFE
"l

ELIZABETH

BLACKWELL

Pamela’s novels are historical. Her books concern women's struggle with social expectations of how they
should behave. She will tell us why she has chosen to write about these remarkable yet forgotten women
and share the excitement and joy of telling hidden stories.

Registration in advance on Eventbrite essential

Links on WWW.fohl.org.uk/events
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Admission Free or with donation



Things to Come
please register in advance with Eventbrite

Thursday September 8" 7.30pm An Evening of Poetry and Music Jehane Markham
and Patrick Naylor Jehane always delights and moves us with her poetry. She
has just published a new anthology which she will share with us and she has
invited guitarist Patrick Naylor to play as a special treat.

Sunday September 11" Noon until late Meet the authors and buy their books at
the York Rise Street Party

We will have our usual stall but this year after many online events we have invited
our recent guests to join us to chat and sign and sell their books. Come along
between 12 and 5pm, stop for a chat and enjoy the rest of this amazing local festival,
food, drink, music and inspiration!

Andrew Whitehead, Martin Bould, Ann Oakley, Carmel McConnell and Jehane
Markham will have a selection of their books.

EXTRA! Thursday September 15" 7.30pm Nell Gwynne, A Passionate Life by Graham
Hopkins

This talk by Graham, author of the biography of Nell Gwynne, is a special treat offered
to Fahd Toor, our library manager, which we are supporting. Graham will tell the rags
to riches story of the orange seller who became the most famous woman alive. His
play “Nelly — A Folk Musical” is on at Lauderdale House on Tuesday 20 September,
7.30pm

Thursday October 13" 7.30pm The Forgotten Partner: Silas Burroughs and the
making of Wellcome by Julia Sheppard

Silas Burroughs was the brains between the internationally successful pharmaceutical
firm Burroughs Wellcome & Co. Without him it would not have existed, Henry
Wellcome would not have been his partner, and there would be no Wellcome Trust.
Few now remember Burroughs or the impact he made, not only in pharmaceutical
manufacturing but for his philanthropy, radical political views, and as a generous and
visionary employer. Julia Sheppard has written the first biography of him, based on
extensive research, and will talk about his life, and the dramatic breakdown of his
relationship with his partner Henry Wellcome.

Thursday November 10th Telling Hidden Stories Pamela Holmes

Local author Pamela Holmes will tell us why she has chosen to write novels about
some remarkable yet forgotten women and the process of research and writing. Her
books concern women's struggle with social expectations. She will share the
excitement and joy of telling hidden stories.



Recent Events

Our Events are recorded and you can watch them when it suits you see our website.
Thursday June 16" Carmel Mc Connell, Change Activist Make Big Things
Happen Fast

We heard about Carmel McConnell’s fascinating journey from a Greenham common
activist to founding a successful charity, Magic Breakfast enabling school children to start
the day with a healthy breakfast. She was in conversation with Dan Carrier, CNJ journalist.
Carmel’s book is in its third edition and provides practical help on how to take action in
line with your values. “Change activism” gives you purpose to make a plan to get past
rejection and keep going. The book has useful strategies on how to sustain your energies
to succeed. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and thought-provoking evening.

Thursday July 14" Professor Kevin Fenton, CBE The challenges for Public

Health after the pandemic  Professor Fenton is the Regional Director for Public
Health London. He shared his vast experience in Public Health. He gave us a clear and brief
history of the first two waves of the Pandemic and its effect on London. He referred to the
drastic impact of the Pandemic on the poorest of London’s population and its
disproportionate toll on the members of ethnic minorities.

Prof Fenton appreciated the excellent questions from the audience and answered them
directly and in much detail with insights into the responses of public health professionals and
government ministers. The questions covered predictions of the future of the pandemic on
the UK, personal responses of the population to protective advice, the impact of the
pandemic and the role of primary care, hospitals and care homes, in coping with the
outbreaks and their consequences.

His style was engaging and showed interest in and respect for the questions from the lay
audience. He emphasised the importance of social policy and the behavioural responses of
the population to restrictions on everyday life during ‘lockdown’, such as mask-wearing, and
social distancing. It was a pleasure to listen to a fluent, knowledgeable and pleasant speaker
on such a serious topic. In the autumn he will become President of the Faculty of Public
Health of the Royal College of Physicians.
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