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Highgate Library News 
We can now look forward to life improving and more opportunities to use our library 
services.  More information from Sarah inside. 

     I went to Unfinished Business at the British Library, an exhibition about the fight for 
women’s rights.  I was delighted to discover many links to our guest speakers.  There is a 
letter to Lennie Goodings (July 2020) from Dame Rebecca West, a notable writer and 
campaigner for women’s suffrage whose work was out of print. She thanks Lennie for 
reviving and republishing her work at Virago. There is a report of the early campaigning 
for gay rights by Elizabeth Wilson (July 2021) and her partner Angela Mason.  There is a 
photograph and two references to Stella Dadzie (May 2021) for her work on Heart of the 
Race: Black Women in Britain.  Well worth a visit in a Covid 19 safe venue. 

     Highgate Newtown Community Centre (HNCC) continues to flourish and offer services 
from a variety of sites while the building work progresses.  One of these, the Wellness 
Café, reopened on May 25th in St Michael’s Church, South Grove and offers a warm 
welcome on Tuesdays and Wednesdays including a session on Tuesday afternoons for 
those with dementia.  This is a welcome addition and congratulations to Andrew Sanalitro 
and Larraine Revah in getting a grant to make this happen. Find out more about this and 
other services on their website www.highgatenewtown.org.uk . 

     I have been attending the construction management plan meetings on behalf of the 
Friends.  As things we move forward and more people use the library and they open an 
access onto Croftdown Road the work of this group will become more important.  A 
scheme to manage traffic outside the Croftdown Road entrance of Brookfield School is 
also under consideration. 

     As always we have some exciting and interesting events planned, including one in 
August while travelling remains difficult. It is our usual wide mix, railway stations, tennis 
and now Fabergé eggs!  Details inside. 

     Sadly one of our loyal friends, Mary Port, died recently. She was always active in the 
community, from her time organising country holidays for London children to her recent 
support of our conservation area work, in particular the use of Hampstead Heath.  Our 
condolences to Michael and her family. 

     The Highgate Festival this year runs from June 19th to 27th.  The programme has 
walks, talks, music, films, drama, art and craft activities, heritage and garden visits and a 
dog show   Two of our popular speakers/Friends are guiding walks.  Fabian Watkinson is 
leading walks round Highgate New Town on June 23rd and June 25th at 3pm.  Andrew 
Whitehead is leading a walk to discover Three Spectacular Ghost Signs, starting at Crick’s 

http://www.highgatenewtown.org.uk/


Corner, ending at Swain’s Lane on June 22nd with his usual fascinating detail and 
interesting stories.  If you missed it, our guest Nadia Ragozhina (January 2021) is in 
conversation about her book Worlds Apart.  Look at the website for full details of all 

events and to book. https://www.highgatefestival.org/ 

Good news.  It is hoped that the York Rise Street Party will happen on Sunday 
September 12th and the Friends will have its usual stall. 

We continue to send our monthly emails and advertise events on our Facebook and 
Twitter sites. 

You can make donations and pay subscriptions by bank transfer to FOHL at RBS Sort Code: 
16 00 23 Account number: 10008322.  You can complete our online membership form at 
https://goo.gl/7e6VrW 

Linda Lefevre, Chair 

Recent Events 
Watch events again or catchup https://vimeo.com/friendsofhighgatelibrary or 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofHighgateLibrary/videos 

Thursday March 11th  7.30pm   An Evening of Poetry with Dinah Livingstone and 
Jehane Markham.     We were in for a treat on 11th March when we heard some of Dinah 
Livingstone’s poems from her latest book “Embodiment” and a selection of poems read 
by Jehane Markham. 
     They covered a wide range of topics about familiar places like coffee shops in Camden 
Town, the scent of lavender on Hampstead Heath and Dunn’s chemist in Highgate village 
visited by Coleridge to get his next fix of laudanum. Strawberry Jam conjured up the 
memory of Jehane’s mother and the photos taken by Dinah’s grandchildren brought us 
closer to Boy and Fox and Sleep Sealed.  Apart from Jehane’s own poetry, we heard some 
of her Uncle Paul’s poems and we listened to a recording of Ricardo’s cello music. The 
evening connected us from all walks of life past and present during these ‘disembodied’ 
times. It was magic. 

Thursday April 8th   Corinna Marlowe   Art, Music, Merrymaking, Money Troubles. 
George Morland and Charles Dibdin     Corinna looked at two late 18th century 
characters who had local connections.  Morland was a painter known for his rustic scenes 
and was often seen gadding about in Kentish Town. Dibdin, whose grave is to be found in 
Camden Town, wrote over 600 songs. Corinna entertained us with snippets from their 
colourful lives, with many pictures and some music, too. 

Thursday May 13th 7.30pm   Stella Dadzie   A Kick in the Belly: Women, Slavery & 
Resistance     Stella’s talk brought to life a hidden history of many brave women who 
challenged their slave masters and fought for freedom. She offered many fascinating 
illustrations and challenged us to recognise some black women who have made a 
significant contribution to history but are often forgotten. Lively questions raised the 
issue of how to get this important history into our curriculum and better known.   

https://www.highgatefestival.org/
https://goo.gl/7e6VrW
https://vimeo.com/friendsofhighgatelibrary
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofHighgateLibrary/videos


Things to Come 

Events on Zoom register in advance https://fohl.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

Thursday June 10th   7.30pm   Christian Wolmar   Cathedrals of Steam 

London hosts a dozen major railway stations, more than any comparable city. Christian 
Wolmar tells the dramatic and compelling story of how these great cathedrals of steam 
were built and explores the evolution of the stations and London up to the present day. 
 

Thursday July 15th 7.30pm   Elizabeth Wilson   Love Game 

Love Game is the must-have companion for tennis fans during Wimbledon. It tells the 
story of tennis' journey from upper-middle-class hobby to global TV spectacle, taking in 
the innovators and trendsetters, the great players, heroes and iconoclasts, and the 
politics, class wars and culture clashes of what could rightfully be called the 'beautiful 
game'. Join us to listen to Elizabeth and find out more. 

Hers is a sporting history unlike any I've read - one that, in its sophistication and 
thoughtfulness, shows up the hollowness of most other accounts. (William 

Skidelsky Observer) 

 

Thursday August 12th 7.30pm   Toby Faber   Fabergé’s eggs 

‘Toby Faber's book tells the epic story of how their intricate craftsmanship, garish beauty 
and unique reputation took them from tsarist Russia to capitalist America and back, 
passing on the way through the hands of owners as colourful as the eggs themselves…. 
It’s a lively, enthralling read: his personal fascination with the eggs comes through 
strongly..’ -  James Marson, The Moscow Times    Join us to hear Toby’s account of writing 
this book. 

News from the Library 
Slowly but surely Highgate and the other Camden Libraries are opening up again. The last 
few weeks have seen the public computers available for use again and best of all, children 
welcomed back into the library. While these services are still limited by Covid-19 safety 
precautions with time limited slots for browsing for both adults and children, and time 
limited slots on the computers, it is a real step forward . or perhaps I should backwards to 
the happier times pre-pandemic. 

     The exciting news is that services for the smallest children are starting again in June. 
Rhyme Time and Singing Stories will for now take place in the hall, which is being carefully 
marked out to provide socially distanced spaces for 19 adult/children units. 

     The people who have been providing security and cleaning services to the library will 
ensure that safety standards are maintained during these children’s services, as they have 
done so successfully in the library since it re-opened. 

     Camden Library Services has recently extended its website to include Rhyme Time and 
story sessions for children, and poetry sessions for all. It is also significantly increasing the 
range and number of e-audio books, aiming to offer over 1000 new titles soon. Its 
newspaper service is moving into a new format. The paper versions will no longer be 

https://fohl.eventbrite.co.uk/


available, but these and many more newspapers as well as periodicals and magazines will 
become available digitally. Highgate Library’s six hublets, (tablets) will enable library users 
to read their favourite newspapers and many other journals in the warmth and comfort 
of the library as they always used to… albeit in a different medium. Camden Library 
Services is extending its digital service to include Borrowbox and Newsbank as well as 
tLibby and Pressreader.  And for those for whom this is new, we will be running sessions 
to help library users learn to make maximum use of all of these both in the Library on the 
Hublets and on their own phones or laptops just as soon as this is deemed safe. 

     All of this is positive, but it also poses a challenge for us. Quite a few of our 
experienced volunteers have not felt able to return to working in the library which has 
left us sometimes struggling to provide cover. Things will only get more difficult as the 
library re-opens more fully and mores services re-start. So we do need new volunteers. If 
you are interested or know someone who might be interested please email 
hlmg.chair@fohlcf.com to find out more. All volunteers report very positively on their 
time in the library, learning new skills, meeting new people, contributing to the local 
community and as we provide references for volunteers. Becoming a Library volunteer 
can be a stepping-stone into employment. It is fun, interesting, useful and can open up a 
new future, so come and join us! 

Sarah Harrison, Chair of Highgate Library Management Group 

Keeping in touch effectively 
Putting FOHL@dartmouthpark.org in your address book helps to ensure our emails reach 
you not your Spam folder.  Let us know if you simply can’t find our emails. We pack in 
more than one message per email so please open them and read beyond the headlines. 
     On http://www.dartmouthpark.org/FOHL/newsletter you will find back numbers of all 
our Newsletters and, at the bottom of the page, a link to all our Emails and e-Newsletters. 

     We have a strong presence on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  Many Friends aren’t 
but If you are please ‘like’ and/or follow us. 

     The absolute fail safes are the News and Events Pages on our Website: 

www.dartmouthpark.org/FOHL/events or news. 
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