The Friends
of Highgate Library

NEWSLETTER
Spring 2021
Highgate Library News
We have had a year of living with the pandemic and life has been very restricted for all of
us and especially tough for some. In our community we have many who have shown
great kindness and many who have volunteered to help others in practical ways. We
salute the Highgate Newtown Community Centre, its staff and volunteers who have
provided a range of services and support.
Our library has done what it could, too. Now we are looking at working directly with
HNCC to provide books with food deliveries. The wider digital offer of books and
magazines continues whatever stage of lockdown we are in. Look at the Camden Libraries
website for more information.
We have exciting and varied events to look forward to, just browse our new programme.
It has something for everyone, poetry, drama, history and culture. Our February talk by
Professor Sir Michael Marmot broke all records with 155 people joining live on Zoom and
more watching the recording as soon as it was available. His talk on health inequality
continued this social theme as we have had previous talks on The Spirit Level and The
Inner Level by Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett.
The Friends of Highgate Cemetery have an ambitious conservation plan and part of it is to
improve the visitor experience. They also want to engage more with the local community.
On behalf of the library, Sarah Harrison and I have been discussing working on some joint
projects. When the Chester Road gate opens, giving easier access, these links will be
possible.
Please encourage neighbours with smart phones and computers who may be nervous of
using Zoom that it is easy to use. Our Zoom events are recorded and you can enjoy them
when it suits you or watch them again. Full details are included in ‘Recent Events’, on our
website and with the enclosed Programme. Use our website to keep in touch. We
continue to send our monthly emails and advertise events on our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram sites. These, along with Eventbrite and our tree posters, are crucial to building
our audience, if you use any of them please follow, like, whatever us.

Our AGM will on Zoom before our April Event, please look out for the special email.
Please contact us by email FOHL@dartmouthpark.org.uk or through our website. We
welcome your suggestions for future events.
Linda Lefevre, Chair

Recent Events
Watch events again or catchup https://vimeo.com/friendsofhighgatelibrary or
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofHighgateLibrary/videos
December 10th Nicolette Moonen The Bach Players Nicolette was in conversation
with Paul Kafno and told the story of The Bach Players which she founded in 1996 and is
their artistic director. She spoke about her early days coming from a Dutch musical family,
her decision to study the violin and her attraction to the music of the Baroque. She told
how she chose the singers and players and explained why they focus on the music of Bach
and his contemporaries. She stressed the importance of music for everyone, but
especially for children who she feels are instinctively drawn to music - whether by singing
or by playing a musical instrument. She said that when children are in the audience, she
makes sure they sit at the front so they can not only experience the music but also see
the players up close. Nicolette is an accomplished musician whose inspired work has
brought a great deal of pleasure to many in Dartmouth Park.
January 14th Nadia Ragozhina Worlds Apart The journeys of my Jewish Family in 20th
century Europe How do you relate to someone you have known about all your life but
never met? asked Nadia Ragozhina, a question she must have asked herself many times
during her epic journey to trace members of her Jewish family she had heard about only
in hushed tones throughout her childhood. Skilfully and sensitively questioned by David
Drake about her book, Nadia shared with us what she found after years of travel,
searches and meetings: ordinary people with complex and sometimes difficult private
lives who had to find extraordinary ways to survive the tragic and destructive events of
the 20th century. That she succeeded in bringing together the still living members of the
family is a testimony to her determination and resilience – a family trait! The audience’s
wonderful questions added to the vivid images Nadia had already evoked for us.
Thursday February 11th Professor Sir Michael Marmot Health equity in England
Michael Marmot told us about Health Equity in England. The Health Gap: The Challenge
of an Unequal World gave us shocking results. There is direct correlation between the
austerity measures of the coalition government with reduction in public spending and
slowdown in life expectancy, increase in child poverty, declining educational funding,
increase in violent crime and precarious employment. The other determining factor is the
regional inequalities between people living in deprived or affluent communities and since
2010 the gap has widened. With the pandemic these inequalities are even more manifest.
Sir Michael Marmot’s plea is to “put fair distribution of health and well-being at the heart
of government policy.”
The last slide of the evening’s presentation came from New Zealand which concluded
the evening with an upbeat message: “A well-being approach can be described as
enabling people to have the capabilities they need to live lives of purpose, balance and
meaning for them. “ it was a thoroughly educational evening, with food for thought..

Things to Come
You can register for all these events on https://fohl.eventbrite.co.uk or
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofHighgateLibrary/events
Thursday March 11th 7.30pm An Evening of Poetry with Dinah Livingstone and Jehane
Markham. Two of our favourite poets will share their recent work with us, Dinah from
her new, tenth, collection Embodiment and Jehane from her own vast range. Read more
about Jehane and her work below. As some of you may know, Jehane has often worked
with musicians in the past and had her own trio for over a decade. For our event she
hopes to play some original music by Italian composer and cellist, Riccardo Pes.
Thursday April 8th 7.30pm Corinna Marlowe Art, Music, Merrymaking, Money
Troubles - George Morland and Charles Dibdin Corinna Marlowe looks at two late 18th
century characters with colourful lives and local connections – painter Morland and actor,
singer, composer and impresario Dibdin. Morland is known for attractive rustic scenes
and dallied in “the hamlet of Kentish Town”. Dibdin wrote over 600 songs and his grave is
found in Camden Town. We would have had a great night out with them, but best not to
lend them any money!
Thursday May 13th 7.30pm Stella Dadzie A Kick in the Belly: Women, Slavery &
Resistance Stella’s book tells the forgotten story of enslaved West Indian women and the
many different ways they fought back. It is a tale of courage and resilience that has been
virtually air-brushed out of history. Described as 'beautifully written and meticulously
researched', the book sold out within weeks of being published. Join us if you would like
to hear more from its author about the reasons she wrote the book and why these
invisible women deserve to be remembered and revered.
Thursday June 10th 7.30pm Christian Wolmar Cathedrals of Steam London hosts a
dozen major railway stations, more than any comparable city. Christian Wolmar tells the
dramatic and compelling story of how these great cathedrals of steam were built and
explores the evolution of the stations and London up to the present day.

Jehane Markham’s year
Despite the difficulties Jehane has had a busy year. The first lockdown gave an
unexpected opportunity to write poems and six were chosen by Roger McGough to go on
Carol Ann Duffy’s project, Write Where We Are Now; poems are held on the Manchester
Writing School website. https://www2.mmu.ac.uk/write/ Jehane also recorded Above
and Below the Waterline, an audio poem with special sound effects about trade, time
and exploitation in the 18th Century, inspired by visits to Greenwich. This had its world
premiere on the Electric Medway Online Festival in August. Jehane’s uncle, Paul Dehn,
(1912-1976) poet and screenwriter, is to have his work re-published and Jehane has a
poem and a forward in The Dark Years (poems 1935-1965). In November Jehane was
asked to help judge a poetry competition with Piers Plowright and Sean Street, The
Folklore Prize, set up by Martin Connolly. This became quite big and an anthology is now
published with winners and many entrants included as well as a poem by each judge.
Jehane is waiting to hear whether her collection of 40 Poems is to be published.

News from the Library
Highgate Library has managed to remain open throughout the whole of this lockdown,
offering its “Request and Read” service and processing all returned items. A low-profile
service perhaps but one that has seen many books issued and behind the scenes much
has been happening.
Almost the entire library stock has now been checked and cleaned, books weeded
where necessary while in the children’s library many of the books have also been repaired
and had their labels replaced with larger much more legible ones. All the toys have been
cleaned and where possible repaired. New books which will refresh and update those
already available are now being entered into the library stock. Many of these are recently
published books, specially selected and purchased for the Library by FOHL, other have
been donated by library users. The next step will be to protect all these books with the
newly purchased plastic covers.
Recently there have been two very positive developments. The food hub organised
and run by Highgate Newtown Community Centre approached us to see if we could
supply books to go out with the food parcels/meals. People have been asking for books!
We are now sorting a system for supplying books no longer needed in the Library to HNCC
for distribution.
The other development is that we are collecting books to support a children’s library in
The Gambia. This is an initiative of a couple in Archway, and through them we have
already sent several boxes of books which has been very much appreciated. We are now
collecting more books to be shipped at the end of April/May. If you have any children’s
books, suitable for 3-18year olds please do consider donating them to the Gambian
Literary Club project. They should be in good condition. Any books can either be delivered
to Highgate Library marked for “Gambian Library Project” or alternatively please contact
paul_harris@rocketmail.com to arrange collection.
We are now looking forward to being able to re-open the Library more fully to allow
browsing for both adults and children as well as use of the PCs, all of which have now
been upgraded to Windows 10. Please do continue to support your local Library, above all
by borrowing books and other items. After this long closure when many have got out of
the habit of visiting the library, it needs your support more than ever.
Sarah Harrison, Chair of Highgate Library Management Group

Choosing books during lockdown
How do you choose what to read? It was interesting to go to the Library during Lockdown
and be handed four books picked at random. My first lot were novels and I found them all
distinctly unmemorable. So, when I returned them, I thought I would ask for a clutch of
biographies. This was because I had just enjoyed Claire Tomalin’s “Invisible Woman”
about Dickens’ long term ‘mistress’ Ellie Ternan. It shed a whole new light on the old
fellow, and I do recommend it to any Dickens fan.
Four biographies landed in my basket. The first one I picked up was “The Knife’s Edge”
by cardiac surgeon Professor Stephen Westaby. His own patients had urged him to tell
their stories, even the loved ones of those who had died. He is amazingly self-effacing and

humble for someone who has reached the peak of an exceptional career. He writes
movingly about risk-taking and religion, as well as how to cope with traumatic
circumstances. I couldn’t put it down.
The next biography had me transfixed as well, John Sergeant’s “Give Me Ten Seconds.”
As the BBC’s Political Correspondent for many years, his was a familiar face. I didn’t know
that he had been involved with Alan Bennett in a comedy series and was pleasantly
surprised by the ironic view he takes of the political scene and the machinations of large
organisations like the BBC. One of the best bits is when he describes how he was waiting
outside the British Embassy in Paris, when the result of the leadership ballot had been
announced. He was assuring the cameras that Mrs Thatcher was not going to appear,
when out she came behind him.
Francis Wheen’s biography of Marx was next, and I was delighted to discover that this
too was full of irony and the absurdities of a revolutionary writer who spent years
sponging off his oldest friend, a wealthy capitalist, Engels, no less! I haven’t got round to
Joan of Arc by Helen Castor yet. I’ll let you know. Sarah Carrier

Keeping in touch effectively
Putting FOHL@dartmouthpark.org in your address book helps to ensure our emails reach
you not your Spam folder. We normally send one email a month, the next will be in early
March. Let us know if you simply can’t find our emails. We have to pack in more than
one message per email so please open them and read beyond the headlines.
One certain way of getting our emails is to go to
http://www.dartmouthpark.org/FOHL/newsletter. There you will find back numbers of all
our Newsletters and, at the bottom of the page, a link to all our Emails and e-Newsletters.
We have a strong presence on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Many Friends aren’t
but If you are please ‘like’ and/or follow us.
The absolute fail safes are the News and Events Pages on our Website:
www.dartmouthpark.org/FOHL/events or news.
You can make donations and pay subscriptions by bank transfer to FOHL at RBS Sort
Code: 16 00 23 Account number: 10008322. You can complete our online membership
form at https://goo.gl/7e6VrW
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